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You’re going on a Disney cruise! 
Whether it’s your first voyage or you’re 
a seasoned cruiser, you’re in for an 
unfrogettable journey on the high 
seas! As you prepare, you might have 
a few questions: What’s included in 
my cruise? Which ship should I sail on? 
How do I make the most of my time on 
board? We’re here to help! In this Sail 
Away Guide, we’ll share tried-and-true 
tips to kick off your vacation planning, 
as well as resources to learn more. 
Let’s set sail!

Disney Cruise Line

1Get exclusive savings provided by Undercover Tourist 
on your next Disney Cruise Line sailing!



Disney Castaway Cay
Families can enjoy snorkeling or play at 
Castaway Family Beach, or adults can 
unwind at Serenity Bay. For water fun, head 
to the floating water park — Pelican Plunge! 
Teens can relax at the Hideout, an exclusive 
space just for them. Fill up on a delicious 
lunch at Cookie’s BBQ or Cookie’s Too BBQ 
and explore the games and activities across 
the island.

Disney Lookout Cay at  
Lighthouse Point
Get ready to explore Lookout Cay, Disney’s 
new island destination. This tropical retreat 
offers activities including snorkeling, 
nature trails and cultural experiences at the 
Goombay Cultural Center. Enjoy games, 
such as Disney Fun in the Sun Beach Bash 
and the Rush Out Gush Out water play area. 
Indulge in a complimentary island-inspired 
BBQ or unwind at one of the island bars. 

Hop here to learn more!

DISNEY CRUISE LINE OVERVIEW
Disney Cruise Line has sailed the seven seas since 1998, when the Disney Magic 
debuted. Now, with six ships in the fleet and more on the horizon, Disney Cruise 

Line offers magical adventures worldwide.
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Disney Cruise Line Difference
From the moment you board, you’ll be 
treated like royalty. Themed staterooms, 
a signature Rotational Dining system and 
endless activities for every age wait to be 
discovered. Enjoy Broadway-style shows, 
character meet-and-greets and even 
fireworks at sea on select sailings.

Something for Every Age
Kids can explore engaging and immersive 
play areas at the kids clubs, while tweens 
and teens enjoy their own cool spaces with 
games and activities. Adults can escape to 
serene areas such as the spa, adult-exclusive 
dining and themed lounges. Whether it’s 
family time at the pool, time to mix and 
mingle with your favorite character or 
catching a first-run flick in the cinema, there’s 
something for every froggy in your crew.

Island Destinations
Disney Cruise Line guests can visit Disney 
Castaway Cay and Disney Lookout Cay 
at Lighthouse Point on select Bahamian 
and Caribbean cruises. Island destinations 
feature beautiful beaches, family-friendly 
activities and Port Adventures, all with 
Disney’s signature service.

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/what-sets-disney-cruises-apart/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

WHAT’S INCLUDED ON A DISNEY CRUISE?
One of the best things about a Disney cruise is the frogtastic amenities 

and services offered throughout. 
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No matter which Disney cruise you choose, 
you’ll get exclusive benefits, including:

So, what’s NOT included on a Disney cruise?  
Here are some of the optional, paid add-ons available:

Spacious staterooms, most with 
signature split-bathroom design

Rotational Dining with themed 
restaurants and world-class cuisine

24-hour room service

Broadway-style shows and live 
entertainment

Character meet-and-greets 

Kids clubs for different age groups

Pools, splash zones and waterslides

Specialty dining options, including 
adults-only restaurants, cocktail 
seminars and more

Spa services and select fitness 
classes

Ice cream shop novelties

Laundry services

Fitness center and recreation 
activities

Movies, trivia and family-friendly 
activities

Themed deck parties and fireworks 
at sea

Adults-only experiences, including 
the spa, nightclubs, lounges and 
adult-only pool areas

Access to Disney Castaway Cay 
and Disney Lookout Cay on select 
Bahamian and Caribbean itineraries

Alcoholic beverages, specialty 
coffees and smoothies

it’s a small world nursery

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/guide-disney-cruise-line-fleet/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

PORTS OF DEPARTURE
Choosing your cruise port can impact both your trip’s itinerary and cost. Proximity plays a key 
role — whether it’s a drive or flight away can affect travel expenses. Consider arriving a day or 

two early to enjoy the sights and activities of the port city before setting sail. 

North America Europe

Oceania
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Port Canaveral, Florida Barcelona, Spain

Honolulu, Hawaii

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

San Diego, California

Galveston, Texas

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Vancouver (British 
Columbia), Canada

Civitavecchia 
(Rome), Italy

Auckland, New Zealand

Southampton, England

Melbourne, Australia

Sydney, Australia

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/disney-cruise-line-itineraries/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

MEET THE FLEET
The Disney Cruise Line fleet is comprised of six frogtacular ships — Disney Magic, Disney 

Wonder, Disney Dream, Disney Fantasy, Disney Wish and Disney Treasure. The Disney 
Destiny is set to join the fleet in November 2025. 

Inaugural Year: 1998
Theme: Art Deco
Highlights: AquaDunk waterslide, AquaLab, 
After Hours adult district
Rotational Dining: Lumiere’s, Animator’s 
Palate, Rapunzel’s Royal Table
Entertainment: Tangled: The Musical, 
Twice Charmed: An Original Twist on the 
Cinderella Story, Disney Dreams - An 
Enchanted Classic
Departure Ports: Port Canaveral, FL;  
Fort Lauderdale, FL; Galveston, TX;  
San Juan, PR
Ports of Call: Caribbean, Bahamas, Disney 
Castaway Cay and Disney Lookout Cay

Inaugural Year: 1999
Theme: Art Nouveau
Highlights: Wide World of Sports Deck, After 
Hours adult district, French Quarter Lounge, 
Twist ‘n’ Spout waterslide
Rotational Dining: Triton’s, Animator’s Palate, 
Tiana’s Place
Entertainment: Frozen, A Musical 
Spectacular, The Golden Mickeys, Disney 
Dreams - An Enchanted Classic
Departure Ports: San Diego, CA; Vancouver 
(British Columbia), Canada; Honolulu, HI; 
Sydney, Australia; Melbourne, Australia; 
Auckland, New Zealand
Ports of Call: Alaska, Pacific Coast 
(repositioning from Vancouver, BC to San 
Diego, CA), Hawaii, Australia, New Zealand, 
Mexican Riviera and Baja, California

The Magic Class ships are the smallest, at 84,000 tons, 
carrying about 2,700 passengers. They offer a cozy feel and 
sail unique routes, such as Alaska and the South Pacific.
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Disney Magic Disney Wonder

©Disney ©Disney

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/need-to-know-disney-cruise-line/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

MEET THE FLEET

Inaugural Year: 2011

Theme: Art Deco

Highlights: AquaDuck waterslide, 
Goofy’s Sports Deck, The District adult 
district

Rotational Dining: Enchanted Garden, 
Animator’s Palate, Royal Palace

Entertainment: Beauty and the Beast, 
The Golden Mickeys, Disney’s Believe

U.S. Departure Ports: Fort  
Lauderdale, FL

Ports of Call: Bahamas, Caribbean, 
Disney Castaway Cay and Disney 
Lookout Cay

Inaugural Year: 2012

Theme: Art Nouveau

Highlights: AquaDuck waterslide, Goofy’s 
Sports Deck, Europa adult district

Rotational Dining: Enchanted Garden, 
Animator’s Palate, Royal Court

Entertainment: Disney’s Aladdin – A 
Musical Spectacular, Frozen, A Musical 
Spectacular, Disney’s Believe

Departure Ports: Port Canaveral, FL; 
Southampton, England; Barcelona, Spain; 
Civitavecchia (Rome), Italy

Ports of Call: Bahamas, Disney 
Castaway Cay and Disney Lookout Cay, 
Mediterranean, Europe

The Dream Class is mid-sized, at 130,000 tons, with 
room for up to 4,000 guests. These ships have many 
family-friendly amenities and Bahamian & Caribbean 
itineraries. Disney Fantasy also has itineraries to Europe.
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Disney Dream Disney Fantasy

©Disney ©Disney

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/need-to-know-disney-cruise-line/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

MEET THE FLEET

Inaugural Year: 2022
Theme: Fairytale-inspired
Highlights: Star Wars: Hyperspace Lounge, 
Hero Zone, Walt Disney Imagineering Lab
Rotational Dining: Arendelle: A Frozen 
Dining Adventure, Worlds of Marvel, 1923
Entertainment: Disney The Little Mermaid, 
Disney’s Aladdin - A Musical Spectacular, 
Disney Seas the Adventure
U.S. Departure Ports: Port Canaveral, FL
Ports of Call: Bahamas, Disney Castaway 
Cay and Disney Lookout Cay

Inaugural Year: 2024
Theme: Adventure and exploration
Highlights: Haunted Mansion Parlor, 
Periscope Pub, Skipper Society
Rotational Dining: Plaza de Coco, Worlds of 
Marvel, 1923
Entertainment: Disney The Tale of Moana, 
Beauty and the Beast, Disney Seas the 
Adventure
U.S. Departure Ports: Port Canaveral, FL
Ports of Call: Caribbean, Disney Castaway 
Cay

The Triton Class are the newest and largest, at 144,000 
tons and room for 4,000 guests. These ships are packed 
with Disney’s latest technology and storytelling features, 
like the AquaMouse, Disney’s first attraction at sea! The 
Triton ships visit the Bahamas and the Caribbean with a 
stop at one or both Disney island destinations.

7Get exclusive savings provided by Undercover 
Tourist on your next Disney Cruise Line sailing!

Disney Wish Disney Treasure

©Disney

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/need-to-know-disney-cruise-line/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

MEET THE FLEET

Sailing Nov. 2025 
Inaugural Year: 2025
Theme: Heroes and villains
Highlights: De Vil’s, The Sanctum
Rotational Dining: Pride Lands: Feast of 
the Lion King, Worlds of Marvel, 1923
Entertainment: Disney Hercules, Disney 
Seas the Adventure, Frozen, A Musical 
Spectacular
U.S. Departure Ports: Fort Lauderdale, FL
Ports of Call: Bahamas, Disney Castaway 
Cay and Disney Lookout Cay

The Triton Class are the newest and largest, at 144,000 
tons and room for 4,000 guests. These ships are packed 
with Disney’s latest technology and storytelling features, 
like the AquaMouse, Disney’s first attraction at sea! The 
Triton ships visit the Bahamas and the Caribbean with a 
stop at one or both Disney island destinations.
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Disney Destiny

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/need-to-know-disney-cruise-line/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Disney Cruise Extras: Plan for those 
additional costs not included in 
your sailing, including gratuities and 
souvenirs.
Itinerary: Choose from tropical 
getaways, cultural stops or 
adventurous destinations. Review ports 
of call and exclusive island visits.
Weather: Consider seasonality for your 
preferred climate.
Time of Year: Peak holiday seasons 
versus off-season

Special Seasonal Sailings:
Marvel Day at Sea (Disney Dream)

Halloween on the High Seas (Disney Magic, 
Disney Dream, Disney Fantasy, Disney Wish, 
Disney Treasure)

Very Merrytime Cruises (Disney Magic, 
Disney Dream, Disney Fantasy, Disney Wish)

Hop here to learn more!

HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR CRUISE
When choosing your Disney cruise, it’s all about finding the right balance between 

your interests, desired destination, budget and timing. 
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Deposit: You can pay for your cruise in 
full or secure your reservation with a 
20% deposit. After that, you have the 
flexibility to make payments at your 
convenience and in any amount, as 
long as the full balance is paid by the 
final payment deadline.
Final Cruise Payment: Due dates  
(if not paid in full)
	 3-5 day cruises - 90 days prior
	 6+ day cruises - 120 days prior
	 Concierge Level - 90 days for 1-5 	
	 day cruises, 120 days prior for 6+ 
	 day cruises
Refund Policy: Refunds on cruise 
deposits and any payments made  
vary by room type and itinerary. Review 
the terms for your specific sailing for 
more details.
Length: Short cruises (3-5 days)  
versus extended voyages (7+ days)

Save money by choosing a guaranteed 
stateroom. That means you select your 

category, and leave it to Disney to 
assign your stateroom location.

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/best-time-to-take-a-disney-cruise/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

STATEROOM OVERVIEW
With a variety of accommodations available, from cozy Inside Staterooms to luxurious 

Concierge Suites, there’s an option to suit every family’s needs and preferences.

All Disney ships feature staterooms in four primary categories:
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Enjoy more space than Inside rooms, plus scenic 
vistas through a real porthole window.

Oceanview $$

The most spacious non-Concierge staterooms, 
designed for families of 3 to 5 with a private 
balcony.

Verandah $$$

This is the base accommodation, providing 
a budget-friendly stateroom option. Some 
staterooms on select ships are equipped with a 
Magical Porthole showing real-time ocean views 
and animated Disney characters via LCD flat-
screen monitor.

Inside $

This premium accommodation is the most 
spacious and luxurious on board. You’ll find both 
Concierge Staterooms and Concierge Suites 
available to suit parties of every size. Concierge 
Level guests receive exclusive access to a lounge, 
pre-planning services and more. 

Concierge $$$$

©Disney

©Disney

©Disney

©Disney

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/disney-cruise-line-staterooms/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Babies must be at least 6 months 
to sail most itineraries and 12 
months for Transatlantic, Hawaii 
and Panama Canal cruises.
Swim diapers are not permitted 
in swimming pools, but water 
playgrounds are available on 
each ship.
Pre-packed, unopened baby 
food and formula can be brought 
onboard as carry-on items.

Hop here to learn more!

THINGS TO KNOW BY AGE
There’s something for everyone on Disney Cruise Line! From activities for kids, tweens and 

teens to adult-exclusive spots and family fun, each age group is covered. 

•	 The it’s a small world nursery 
provides childcare with advance 
reservations at an additional 
hourly cost. 

•	 Disney Cruise Line offers 
complimentary diaper disposals, 
bottle warmers, sterilizers, cribs 
and playpens.

•	 High chairs and fresh pureed 
vegetables are available upon 
request. 

•	 Complimentary strollers and 
beach wagons are available 
at Guest Services and Disney 
Castaway Cay and Disney 
Lookout Cay.

•	 Baby care essentials are sold at 
onboard merchandise shops.
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Babies and Toddlers
(6 months - 3 years old)

©Disney

©Disney

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/disney-cruise-kids-clubs/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


•	 Disney’s Oceaneer Club & 
Disney’s Oceaneer Lab offer 
complimentary childcare services, 
including themed activities, 
games and character meet-and-
greets. Reservations are not 
required.

•	 Scuttle’s Cove is the kids club 
located on Disney Castaway Cay.

•	 Sebastian’s Cove is the kids club 
located on Disney Lookout Cay.

Kids menus, buffets, snack items, 
unlimited soft-serve and 24-hour 
room service provide plenty of 
tadpole-approved dining options.
Bibbidi Bobbidi Boutique ($)
makeover services can be found 
on each Disney ship. 
Download the Disney Cruise Line 
Navigator app for communication  
with youth counselors when your 
children are checked into Disney’s 
Oceaneer Club.

Hop here to learn more!

THINGS TO KNOW BY AGE
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Kids
(3-10 years old)

•	 Edge (11-14) and Vibe (14-17) are 
hangout spaces for tweens or 
teens with unique activities, 
including dance parties, games 
and space to chill out, listen to 
music, or watch TV and movies.

•	 Chill Spa (13-17) is the teens-only 
spa on the Disney Magic, Disney 
Wonder, Disney Dream and 
Disney Fantasy.

Hideout (14-17) is the youth club for 
teens on Disney Castaway Cay. 
Establish meeting points and times 
for family members to reconnect 
during the cruise. 
Use the Disney Cruise Line 
Navigator app’s onboard chat 
feature to communicate via text.

Tweens & Teens
(11-17 years old)

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/disney-cruise-kids-clubs/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


•	 Nightclubs, bars and lounges 
host adults-only entertainment 
including live music, variety shows 
and karaoke.

•	 Quiet Cove Pool is the adults-only 
pool area on all ships. Satellite 
Falls is an additional adults-only 
pool area on the Disney Dream 
and Disney Fantasy.

•	 Serenity Bay is the adults-only 
beach at Disney Castaway Cay 
and Disney Lookout Cay.

•	 Adult-exclusive fine dining options 
are available on every ship.

•	 Beverage tastings and mixology 
classes are available at an 
additional cost.

•	 Book spa and wellness activities 
for pampering and relaxation.

Drink packages are not available 
on Disney Cruise Line; try the 
“Drink of the Day” at a lower  
price instead. 
Book dining reservations and 
spa appointments at least 75 
days before sailing for first-time 
cruisers. 
Adults-only spaces aboard all 
ships include an adult pool area, 
Cove Café and Senses Spa & 
Salon.

Hop here to learn more!

THINGS TO KNOW BY AGE
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Adults
(18+ years old)

©Disney

©Disney

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/disney-cruise-adults/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

DISNEY CRUISE LINE FOOD
There are SO many amazing dining options aboard Disney Cruise Line! From 

gourmet meals to Mickey-shaped treats, every bite is packed with Disney magic. 
Here are some of our favorite spots to grab a bite on board.

Rotational Dining: Animator’s Palate, 
Rapunzel’s Royal Table, Lumiere’s

Quick-Service: Duck-In Diner, Daisy 
De-Lites, Pinocchio’s Pizzeria, Frozone 
Treats, Eye Scream Treats

Bars & Lounges: Keys, Fathoms, O’Gills 
Pub, Promenade Lounge, Signals

Buffet: Cabanas

Rotational Dining: Animator’s Palate, 
Tiana’s Place, Triton’s

Quick-Service: Daisy De-Lites, Pete’s 
Boiler Bites, Pinocchio’s Pizzeria, Eye 
Scream Treats

Bars & Lounges: Crown & Fin Pub, 
Azure, Cadillac Lounge, Signals, 
Promenade Lounge

Buffet: Cabanas

14Get exclusive savings provided by Undercover 
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Disney Magic Disney Wonder

Rotational Dining: Animator’s Palate, 
Royal Palace, Enchanted Garden

Adult-Exclusive: Remy*

Quick-Service: Flo’s Café, Frozone 
Treats, Eye Scream Treats

Bars & Lounges: Skyline, Pink, Evolution, 
District Lounge, Pub 687, Meridian

Sweet Shops: Vanellope’s Sweets  
& Treats 

Buffet: Cabanas

Cafe: Vista Cafe

Rotational Dining: Animator’s Palate, 
Royal Court, Enchanted Garden

Adult-Exclusive: Remy*

Quick-Service: Flo’s Café, Frozone 
Treats, Eye Scream Treats

Bars & Lounges: Ooh La La, The Tube, 
La Piazza, Skyline, Waves, Meridian

Sweet Shops: Sweet on You 

Buffet: Cabanas

Cafe: Vista Cafe

Disney Dream Disney Fantasy

*All ships offer the adults-only Cove 
Café and Palo or Palo Steakhouse

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/disney-cruise-food/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Disney Cruise Line offers a loyalty 
coffee card. Each time you buy a 
specialty coffee or tea, your card 
gets stamped. Once it’s full, you’ll 
get a free nonalcoholic specialty 

coffee or tea.

Hop here to learn more!

DISNEY CRUISE LINE FOOD

Rotational Dining: Arendelle: A Frozen 
Dining Adventure, Worlds of Marvel, 1923

Adult-Exclusive: Enchanté by Chef 
Arnaud Lallement*

Quick-Service: Mickey & Friends Festival 
of Foods

Bars & Lounges: Star Wars: Hyperspace 
Lounge, The Rose, Nightingale’s, Keg & 
Compass

Sweet Shops: Inside Out: Joyful Sweets

Buffet: Marceline Market

Cafe: Enchanted Sword Cafe, Wishing 
Star Cafe

Rotational Dining: Plaza De Coco, 
Worlds of Marvel, 1923

Adult-Exclusive: Enchanté by Chef 
Arnaud Lallement*

Quick-Service: Mickey & Friends Festival 
of Foods

Bars & Lounges: Haunted Mansion 
Parlor, Skipper Society, Periscope Pub

Sweet Shops: Jumbeaux’s Sweets

Buffet: Marceline Market

Cafe: Jade Cricket Cafe, Heihei Cafe

15Get exclusive savings provided by Undercover 
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Disney Wish Disney Treasure

Disney Destiny

Rotational Dining: Pride Lands: Feast of 
the Lion King, Worlds of Marvel, 1923

Adult-Exclusive: Enchanté by Chef 
Arnaud Lallement*

Quick-Service: Mickey & Friends Festival 
of Foods

Bars & Lounges: Haunted Mansion 
Parlor, De Vil’s, Cask and Cannon

Sweet Shops: Edna Á La Mode Sweets 

Buffet: Marceline Market

Cafe: Cafe Megara, Cafe Merida

*Advance reservations are required. For first-time 
guests, the advance booking window opens 75 
days before your sailing. (For cruises paid in full)

*All ships offer the adults-only Cove 
Café and Palo or Palo Steakhouse

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/disney-cruise-food/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

DISNEY CRUISE LINE NAVIGATOR APP
The Disney Cruise Line Navigator app keeps you connected to 
everything hoppening onboard. It helps with planning before you 
even set sail. From making reservations to finding out what’s next on 
your daily schedule, this app is a must-have for your Disney cruise.

Once your reservation is linked, you can:

16Get exclusive savings provided by Undercover 
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•	 Complete online check-in* (30 
days prior for first-time sailors)

•	 Explore and book Port 
Adventures*

•	 Make adult-exclusive 
dining reservations and spa 
appointments*

•	 Book it’s a small world nursery 
reservations*

•	 View cruise itinerary details

*Based on your Castaway Club membership 
level. For first-time guests, the advance 
booking window opens 75 days before your 
sailing. (For cruises paid in full)

•	 Explore the ship’s daily 
schedule and events

•	 Access your dining schedule 
and restaurant menus 

•	 Chat with family and friends 
onboard

•	 Check deck plans and find your 
way around the ship

•	 Purchase a Wi-Fi package

•	 Receive notifications about spa 
and shopping offers

•	 Check your onboard folio 
account

Before Your Cruise During Your Cruise

The complimentary Wi-Fi onboard allows you to access the Disney Cruise 
Line Navigator app.  If you want to check email, post on social media or surf 

the web, you can purchase an internet package within the app. There are 
different packages depending on your needs. 

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/disney-cruise-line-navigator-app/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

WHEN TO BOOK + IMPORTANT DATES
Mark your calendar for some important dates to keep in mind as you 

plan your cruise vacation.
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12+ months before sailing

6 to 9 months before sailing

Start researching when and where you’d like to sail

Book your cruise 

Apply for (or renew) passports (if applicable)

Book Disney Ground Transportation (if applicable)

Finalize travel plans

	 Reserve pre- and post-cruise hotels

	 Book flights

Research Port Adventures, specialty dining and 
other onboard activities you may want to book 
such as nursery reservations

	 Hop over to the Undercover Tourist blog 
	 for even more Disney Cruise Line tips and 
	 tidbits!

©Disney

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/when-to-book-a-cruise-with-disney-cruise-line/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/


Hop here to learn more!

WHEN TO BOOK + IMPORTANT DATES
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3 to 6 months before sailing

Download the Disney Cruise Line Navigator app

Add transportation transfers to and from the airport
(when applicable)

Consider adding travel insurance

Make the final cruise payment (if not paid in full)

	 3-5 day cruises - 90 days prior

	 6+ day cruises - 120 days prior

	 Concierge Level - 90 days for 1-5 day cruises, 120 days prior 
	 for 6+ day cruises

Book Port Adventures, Castaway Cay cabanas, specialty dining, 
nursery reservations & other onboard activities*

	 Concierge Level - 130 days prior

	 Pearl Castaway Club Members - 123 days prior

	 Platinum Castaway Club Members - 120 days prior

	 Gold Castaway Club Members - 105 days prior

	 Silver Castaway Club Members - 90 days prior

	 First-time cruisers - 75 days prior

Complete online check-in*

	 Pearl Castaway Club Members &
	 Concierge Level - 40 days prior

	 Platinum Castaway Club Members - 38 days prior

	 Gold Castaway Club Members - 35 days prior

	 Silver Castaway Club Members - 33 days prior

	 First-time cruisers - 30 days prior

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/when-to-book-a-cruise-with-disney-cruise-line/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/
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WHEN TO BOOK + IMPORTANT DATES
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One month before sailing

The week of sailing

Book the Royal Gathering*, the Disney Princess meet-and-greet

Purchase a photo package through Shutters Photography Shop

Make special requests*

	 Accessibility assistance or medical equipment 

	 Baby needs (diaper pail, bottle warmer or crib)

	 Dietary requests

	 Celebration planning

Gather travel documents/passports and Port Arrival Form

Review the Disney Cruise Line prohibited items list and alcohol policy

Pack a light carry-on bag for each member of your travel crew

Pre-pay gratuities at least 3 days before sailing*

Attach Disney Cruise Line luggage tags to bags

Secure necessary travel documents and 
embarkation day essentials in your carry-on 
bag (phone, medications, glasses, sunscreen, 
swimsuit, sunglasses/hat)

*Can be booked on the Disney Cruise Line Navigator app

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/when-to-book-a-cruise-with-disney-cruise-line/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Travel Documents

DISNEY CRUISE LINE PACKING LIST
There’s a lot to think about when packing for a Disney cruise, and what you’ll need on 

your vacation will vary depending on your destination. Use our checklist to take the 
guesswork out of packing and keep things organized from start to finish.

Passports or other accepted 
proof of citizenship for all 
travelers (including children)

Valid photo identification for 
adults (such as a driver’s license 
or government-issued photo ID)

Disney Cruise Line reservation 
confirmation and Online Check-In 
Port Arrival Form

Any required citizenship 
documentation

Signed documentation for minors 
traveling without a parent

Pre- and post-cruise travel 
information such as flights, hotel 
or rental car details

Proof of travel insurance 
(if applicable)

Hop here to learn more! 20Get exclusive savings provided by Undercover 
Tourist on your next Disney Cruise Line sailing!

A copy of your wedding 
certificate may be needed 
if your passport is in your 

maiden name.

https://disneycruise.disney.go.com/faq/ships-cruises/required-documents/
https://disneycruise.disney.go.com/faq/ships-cruises/required-documents/
https://disneycruise.disney.go.com/guest-services/passport-travel-documentation/
https://disneycruise.disney.go.com/guest-services/passport-travel-documentation/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/travel-insurance/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/the-ultimate-disney-cruise-packing-list/
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Embarkation Day Carry-On

Hop here to learn more!

DISNEY CRUISE LINE PACKING LIST

Two weeks prior to your cruise, you’ll receive luggage tags with further instructions in the 
mail. Remember, whether your luggage is grabbed by a porter at a Walt Disney World® 
Resort hotel, at the airport on the day of your sailing or at your arrival at the port, you’ll 

be separated from your luggage for a little while! Be sure to pack anything you anticipate 
needing in the first few hours of your trip in your carry-on, including:
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Cell phones with charging cords 
and battery packs

Medication (in their original 
containers)

Credit cards and cash for 
onboard expenses and tips

Glasses or contact lenses

Sunglasses

Sunscreen and hat

Swimsuit and cover-up

Sandals/flip-flops

Baby care essentials (if 
applicable)

Toothbrush, toothpaste and other 
toiletries to freshen up

DisneyBand+ or MagicBand+ (if 
you have a MagicBand+ that you 
purchased at Walt Disney World® 
Resort or Disneyland® Resort, 
you can use it as a DisneyBand+ 
onboard)

Autograph books and pens

Camera

Reusable water bottles

Lanyards for holding your Key to 
the World cards

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/the-ultimate-disney-cruise-packing-list/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Pirate Night will be held on most 
Caribbean itineraries, while Frozen 
Night takes place on select 7-day 

Disney Wonder sailings. Semi-formal 
nights are included on most cruises. 

Check the app for more details!

Hop here to learn more!

DISNEY CRUISE LINE PACKING LIST
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Be aware of dress codes for different 
venues. For the adult-exclusive dining, 
the dress code is semi-formal.

Smart casual attire for dinners 
(khakis, collared shirts, 
sundresses)

Semi-formal attire for optional 
formal dinners (suits, pants, 
dresses, cocktail attire)

Evening Wear

In addition to your standard daytime 
wear, consider:

Swimwear (swimsuits, cover-ups, 
flip-flops)

Hat and sunglasses for sun 
protection

Light jacket or sweater for cooler 
indoor areas

Accessories (jewelry, watches, 
handbags, mouse ear 
headbands/hats)

Winter wear for select itineraries 
(gloves, hats, scarves)

Themed attire for applicable 
cruises, i.e., Halloween 
costumes, holiday sweaters, 
superhero costumes and 
pirate-themed attire

Daytime Attire

Outerwear

Rain jacket or poncho

Light jacket or sweater for cooler 
evenings

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/the-ultimate-disney-cruise-packing-list/
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You can get motion sickness 
medicine at the first aid station 

onboard at no charge.

Hop here to learn more!

DISNEY CRUISE LINE PACKING LIST
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Comfortable walking shoes for 
shore excursions

Dress shoes for evening events

Flip-flops or sandals for casual 
wear

Sturdy footwear for Alaskan 
and Canadian cruises (boots or 
rubber-sole shoes)

Day bag or backpack for 
carrying essentials during shore 
excursions
Travel-sized umbrella
Beach bag for carrying beach 
gear and sunscreen to port 
destinations

Waterproof phone case or pouch 
for water-based activities

Portable power bank or charger

Headphones or earbuds

Travel adapters and converters 
(if traveling internationally) 

Binoculars (for wildlife or 
scenic views from verandahs or 
excursions)

Footwear

Accessories

Electronics &  
Entertainment

Toiletries and 
Personal Care Items

Sunscreen (waterproof/
sweat-resistant and reef-safe if 
swimming in the ocean)

Over-the-counter medications 
(pain relievers, motion sickness 
pills, etc.)

Small first aid kit (Band-Aids, 
antiseptic wipes, etc.)

Hand sanitizer

Pack your usual travel go-tos, plus:

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/the-ultimate-disney-cruise-packing-list/
https://www.undercovertourist.com/


Hop here to learn more!

DISNEY CRUISE LINE PACKING LIST
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Baby carrier or sling for easy 
transportation onboard

Stroller or lightweight collapsible 
stroller for port excursions

Baby sunscreen

Swim diapers

High chair cover

Magnetic wall hooks

Door magnets to decorate!

Pop-up hamper

Extra card (for stateroom light 
switch)

Baby Care Essentials Hop Tips

Cruise Must-Haves

In addition to baby’s usual care items, 
we recommend:

Each guest is permitted to bring 
up to two suitcases, one carry-on 
and one personal bag (such as a 
purse) per person aboard.
Guests 21 years and older can 
bring up to 2 unopened bottles 
of wine or champagne or 6 
beers on board at the start of the 
voyage and at each port of call. 
These drinks will need to be in 
your carry-on bags, not in your 
checked luggage.
The stateroom doors are 
magnetic!

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/the-ultimate-disney-cruise-packing-list/
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Disney Cruise Line Embarkation Day Checklist

Hop here to learn more!

EMBARKATION & DEBARKATION DAYS
Both embarkation and debarkation are exciting but busy days. Use our checklists to help 

make the process smooth and easy, from boarding the ship to leaving after your adventure!
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Complete Online Check-In*
Upload photos and travel documents on the 
Disney Cruise Line website or the Disney 
Cruise Line Navigator app. Choose
your Port Arrival Time. We recommend 
completing this at least 30 days before your 
cruise, but these forms must be completed at 
least 1 day prior to your sailing.

Arrive the Day Before
Book a hotel near the port to avoid delays.

Attach Luggage Tags
Put the Disney Cruise Line tags that were 
mailed to you on your luggage before arriving. 
These will arrive in the mail prior to sailing. 

Pack a Carry-On
Include a swimsuit, sunscreen, snacks, baby 
care items and medications.

Check-in at the Terminal
Have your Port Arrival Form and travel 
documents ready.

Connect to Wi-Fi*
Use the Disney Cruise Line Navigator app to 
access schedules and buy a data package if 
needed.

Grab Lunch
Head to the buffet, poolside eats or a dining 
room.

Explore the Ship*
Visit the kids club during open house, Guest 
Services to book or make changes to dining 
or Port Adventure reservations or the spa for 
special offers and giveaways.

Find Your Stateroom*
Unpack and settle in once your room is 
ready. Staterooms are typically ready 
around 1:30 p.m. Times will be posted 
on monitors at the port and on the ship. 
Your luggage will be delivered to your 
stateroom door (and placed just outside 
your door) but may not arrive until later 
in the afternoon. Your Key to the World 
card (stateroom key) will be posted in an 
envelope outside your stateroom door.

Attend the Mandatory 
Assembly Drill*
Your assembly drill station can be found 
in the Disney Cruise Line Navigator app,   
on your Key to the World card and on the 
back of your stateroom door.

Join the Sail Away Celebration
Head to the top deck for music, characters 
and fun!

Check Your Dinner Time & 
Table Number*
Don’t miss your first Rotational Dining 
experience or the evening show.

Shop Early
Visit the shops after sailing for exclusive 
cruise merch.

Complete the Pre-Trip Health 
Questionnaire.
This form is available the morning you depart, 
either via the app or online.

*Can be found on the Disney Cruise Line 
Navigator app

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/embarkation-day-disney-cruise-line/
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Got early morning travel plans? 
Use Express Walk-Off! Keep your 

luggage with you, skip putting 
it out the night before and be 
among the first off the ship. 

Disney Cruise Line Debarkation Checklist

Hop here to learn more!

EMBARKATION & DEBARKATION DAYS
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Shop for Any Last-Minute 
Purchases
Purchase photo packages or souvenirs.

Settle Your Account
Check your onboard charges in the 
Disney Cruise Line Navigator app or at 
Guest Services.

Pack Your Luggage
Set your tagged luggage outside your 
stateroom door by the designated time.

Keep a Carry-On
Include essentials such as clothing, 
toiletries, medications and travel 
documents.

Prepare Travel Documents
Keep your passport or government-
issued ID/passport handy for customs 
and immigration.

Eat Breakfast
Head to your assigned restaurant or 
the buffet for your final meal on board. 

Leave the Stateroom
Make sure your stateroom is cleared 
out by the required time. 

Retrieve Your Luggage
Collect your bags at the terminal after 
disembarking.

Clear Customs
Present your travel documents and 
declare any purchases.

Night Before: Day Of:

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/disembarkation-day-disney-cruise-line/
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If you’re sailing from Port Canaveral, consider 
staying at a Walt Disney World® Resort hotel 
the night prior to (or after!) your cruise, 
as Disney offers ground transfers for an 
additional fee, each way. Even better, you can 
arrange for Disney Cruise Line to transfer your 
luggage from the resort to the port. Plus, you’ll 
be assigned a Port Arrival Time and allowed to 
check-in upon your arrival at Port Canaveral.
Guests can also book ground transfers 
between Orlando International Airport (MCO) 
and Port Canaveral for the same rate. Disney 
also offers luggage transfer optionsfor guests 
transferring to and from the airport.

Bring an extra card to turn the lights on in your 
stateroom. On the Dream and Triton Class ships, 
there’s a panel on the wall that requires you to 
insert a card to turn on the lights. Many guests 
use their Key to the World card, but any card will 
work. Even an expired gym membership card 
or retail rewards card will do. That way you can 
keep your Key to the World card on you and not 
leave your travel party in the dark if you need to 
run out.

Transportation: If you’re driving, make a 
parking plan. Disney Cruise Line offers parking 
at the port. For those flying in, pre-book your 
transportation (Disney ground transportation*, 
rideshares such as Uber/Lyft or private transfers).

Hop here to learn more!

TIPS AND TRICKS
Here are our top tips for making the very most of your time on your Disney cruise!
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DisneyBand+: First-time cruiser? You can 
purchase a DisneyBand+ in advance or onboard. 
If you have MagicBand+ from the parks, bring 
it along! It works for unlocking your stateroom, 
making purchases and interacting with features 
around the ship. 

Tipping: Disney Cruise Line includes automatic 
gratuities ($16 per night, per stateroom guest; 
$27.25 for Concierge Level, per night, per 
stateroom guest) for your dining team and 
stateroom host in your overall cruise bill. You can 
prepay them on the Disney Cruise Line website 
or the Disney Cruise Line Navigator app. 

Castaway Club Membership: There are certain 
perks and benefits associated with each level, 
but most importantly, your level determines your 
booking window for purchasing a new cruise 
vacation, onboard extras, Port Adventures and 
when you can complete the online check-in 
process. Gold, Platinum and Pearl levels come 
with increasing benefits — including discounts, a 
free gift in your stateroom and, for Platinum and 
Pearl members, a free dinner at Palo.

Consider bringing a pop-up hamper. This will 
come in handy to have a place to store dirty 
clothes and keep them from piling up on the floor 
or mixing with your clean clothes. 

Disney Gift Cards and Disney Chase Visa 
Rewards Points: If you want to utilize, take these 
cards to Guest Services periodically to have 
them applied to your account. Disney Cruise 
Line automatically charges your credit card when 
it hits a specific charge threshold, so having 
gift cards applied to your charges before that 
happens is key!

https://www.undercovertourist.com/blog/disney-cruise-line-first-time-tips/
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Hop here to learn more!

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
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Royal Gathering
Reserve your spot 30 days before your sail date to meet several Disney 
Princesses at once. Reservations are free and available through the Disney 
Cruise Line Navigator app.

Laundry Services
Self-service laundry is available on all ships, complete with washers, dryers 
and detergent for purchase. You can also opt for full-service laundry and dry-
cleaning services for a fee.

Photo Packages
Photo packages are available at Shutters Photography Shop. You can save 
some green by purchasing photo packages before your cruise either on 
the Disney Cruise Line website or on the Disney Cruise Line Navigator 
app. These include digital downloads of all your onboard photos. Be sure 
to purchase your photos before the end of your cruise. Your photos will no 
longer be available once you’re back on land.

Dining Time Assignment
Choose between early (5:45 p.m.) or later
(8:15 p.m.) dining times when booking. If your
seating preference is not available, you can
request an alternate seating time by joining
a waitlist. Requests are subject to availability
and can be made through My Reservations
on the Disney Cruise Line website. You can
also inquire at Guest Services once onboard.

Don’t froget you can score hoppin’ 
Disney Cruise Line savings! 

Undercover Tourist is now providing 
exclusive savings for Disney Cruise Line 
sailings year-round. Ribbit!
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LEARN MORE

Disney Cruise Kids Club — Here’s Everything You Need to Know
Your Complete Guide to Disney Cruise Food — Everywhere You Can Eat & Drink 
While Aboard the Disney Cruise Line!
The Full Schedule of Upcoming Disney Cruise Line Itineraries
When Is the Best Time to Take a Disney Cruise?

Listen to our Expert Disney 
Planning Tips podcast

Sign up for our newsletter

@undercovertourist

Headed to the park soon? Maximize your 
time with our park plans. Plus, view ride 
wait times and crowd levels!

Just getting started on your vacation 
planning? Answer a few simple questions 
about your trip to receive a personalized 
budget, itinerary and curated content!

@undercovertourist

@themeparkfrog

@themeparkfrog

@undercovertourist

Check Out Our Most Popular Blog Posts

Hop Along with Us on Social! Stay in-the-Know

Plan Your Theme Park Vacation with Our Free Apps!

See live wait times and crowd levels

Preview rides with in-app videos and helpful 
details such as height requirements

View and customize park plans to maximize 
your time in the park

Plan your next vacation all in one spot!

Get expert planning advice

Set your vacation budget, including real-time 
ticket, hotel and rental car costs by date

Orlando Theme 
Park Day

Theme Park Vacation 
Planner

Sign up for texts

Click here to learn more! Click here to learn more!
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